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On August 8, 2009, Sonia Sotomayor became the U.S. Supreme Court’s first Hispanic justice

and the third woman to serve the Court. In elegant free verse, Carmen T. Bernier-Grand

describes Sotomayor’s remarkable journey from her childhood in the projects near Yankee

Stadium to her stellar academic achievements at Ivy League universities to her rapid rise in the

legal profession. When confirmed as a federal judge in the Southern District of New York, she

said, “I feel I can touch the sky.” Also included: Biographical Summary, Glossary, Chronology,

Sources, and Notes.

About the AuthorCarmen T. Bernier-Grand grew up in Puerto Rico. She is the author of several

children’s books, including Shake It, Morena and Juan Bobo: Four Folktales from Puerto Rico.

She lives in Portland, OregonDavid Díaz won the Caldecott Medal for his illustrations in Smoky

Night by Eve Bunting. His artwork has appeared in a number of other distinguished titles,

including The Pot that Juan Built and Wilma Unlimited: How Wilma Rudolph Became the

World’s Fastest Woman. His work has also been featured in national publications such as The

Atlantic Monthly and The Washington Post. He lives in Carlsbad, California.
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J. Marcum, “Inspiring. Sotomayor made headlines and I wanted to know about how she

achieved the status of a Supreme Court Justice so chose this book for information. Simply

presented and visual drawings made it easy to read and understand. But I was unable to

enlarge the print on my Kindle and had to use a magnifier. Wish I had bought it in hardcopy as

the story is worth reading.  She is truly an inspiring woman.”

T., “Great to inspire children. My daughter read this book for a Hispanic heritage project. The

book has excellent pictures and is an easy read. It's worth every cent. I enjoyed reading it with

her.”

roberta velez, “Sonia Sotomayer. Very well written and easy to understand especially for young

people.  We learned a lot about the early life of Sonia.”

D. Fowler, “This is the amazing biography of Sonia Sotomayor, a Nuyorican who had a

dream .... Juan Luis Sotomayor and Celina Báez de Sotomayor welcomed their first child,

Sonia, into the world. They were Puerto Rican, but because their baby was born in "Nueva"

York, she was a Nuyorican. Three years later, when Sonia was three, young Juan Luis joined

them. Sonia was a busy girl who loved nothing better than to race around on her tricycle. The

tassels on the handle bars whirled `round as the pedals were turned rapidly with her pink

sandals. "Mami" and "Papi's" family in Bronxdale is now complete with Junior and a very, very

busy, Sonia.Sonia is hungry to win at games, much to the chagrin of her brother, but she is "as

hungry as a barracuda" for food and dance. When they travel to Mayagüez "Sonia buys a

cranberry `piragua,' its crushed ice pyramid topped with sweet syrupy tamarind." Soon there

would be no sweet things for Sonia, only those shots. Diabetes. "Why can't she be like any

other third grader?" The other children smirk at her in school. Why can't she understand those

words? How come Sonia is so very different?"Papi" is gone and "'Titi' Gloria tells Junior and

Sonia that `Papito Dios' took `Papi' to `el cielo.'" Things will be so different without him, but she

will love the Yankees for the both of them. `Mami' has to work harder, but Sonia does too and

all of a sudden those words and stories begin to make sense. The world begins to open up to

her. Sonia begins to dream and to work hard. The time comes for her to move out in the world.

Maybe she can go to Princeton. "Do whatever you want, but do it well and with pride," `Mami'

explains. Sonia is so very different, but can she make a difference?This is the amazing

biography of Sonia Sotomayor, a Nuyorican who had a dream. This mini-biography is told in

free verse sections, each describing a particularly eventful moment in Sonia's life or that of her

family. For example, we learn about how she studies with `Mami,' learns to write in English, her

marriages, and eventual confirmation to the Supreme Court. The illustrations are vibrant,

capturing Sonia's very being with every stroke of the brush. In the back of the book is a more

detailed biographical sketch, a glossary of Spanish words and sayings, a chronology (1954 to

2009), source notes, and notes. The source notes have several book and website resources

young readers may wish to explore.”

The book by Carmen T. Bernier-Grand has a rating of 5 out of 4.1. 32 people have provided



feedback.
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